
This presentation is available online at

http://flowvel.la/wonk

Greetings Fellow D-velopers!



confessions of a C++ wonk
why D is very, very good for me!
chuck allison



Definition (from dictionary.com)



The Language 
Landscape

Let’s visit tiobe.com



how did we get 
here?

I was there…



chico escuela

“Baseball … been berry, 
berry good to me.”

(aka Garrett Morris)



“C++ has been very, very 
good to me.”



Books

1998 2004 2010
English 
Chinese

English
Chinese 
Czech 
Polish 

 

English 
Chinese 
Czech 

Russian 
Japanese 
Korean 



credit where credit is due

Adopted Organically (Like C)

C++ took OOP to “the masses”

http://padlet.com/chuck_allison/cpp_good
(double-click)





Pre-History

1975 – FORTRAN 
 
1984 – Mark Williams C 
 
1987 – Datalight C



1989–1990

Early adopter of Zortech C++

Wrote 5 chapters of the Turbo-
Borland C++ documentation



ANSI Committee J16  
“Programming Language C++”

Present at first technical meeting     
     (March 1991, Nashua, NH)

1991

– represented 3 organizations 
– served actively 10 years

Designed/implemented std::bitset
And boost::dynamic_bitset

– with Jeremy Siek



1991

Met this fellow named

C++ World

Walter Bright



1992–2003

“Code Capsules” Columnist 
 1992–1994

Consulting  Editor, 1996–2001

Senior Editor, 2001–2003



2003–2008
Founder and Editor

http://www.artima.com/cppsource



Why Java 
Succeeded

Novelty of Internet 
 
Portability of VM 
 
Garbage Collection 
 
No Raw Pointers! 



2004



why is D Very Good for you?

http://padlet.com/chuck_allison/d_good



why D is very, very 
good for me!



All D-velopers Love…

D compiles to native code 
 
(Optional) Garbage Collection 
 
Module System 
 
Slices 
 
Associative Arrays 
 
static if

Universal Function Call Syntax 
 
Compile-Time Function Evaluation 
 
Mixins (string and template) 
 
unittest 
 
Contract Programming 
 
debug 



Other Cool Language Features

Slices 
 
Array-wise operations 
 
lazy evaluation

Delegates & Decorators 
 
Delegates & Bound Methods 
 
shared



The Python Library

“Batteries Included”



The D Library

“Nuclear Reactor Included”



Cool Library Features

scoped 
 
partial fun evaluation 
 
Discriminated unions

memoize 
 
Fibers 
 
Ranges



D-veloper Tools & 
Resources

rdmd 
dlang.org 
dub 
vibe.d 
Xamarin Studio (Mono-D, Mac/Linux) 
 
Books:  Alexandrescu, Çehreli, Ruppe

http://padlet.com/chuck_allison/d_tools



more to 
come!

Erich Gubler
Friday, 3:30pm


